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GSU Librarian Honored by ALA
By Sarah Silhan
Editor

Diane Dates Casey understands that managing a
library and ensuring its contents are accessible is much
more than simply slapping a number on the spine of a
book and shelving it.
As Dean of Library Services at the University
Library at Governors State University for more than
seven years, and councilor to the American Library
Association (ALA) Board of Directors for the
Association for Library Collections and Technical
Services, she is well versed in the intricacies of
maintaining and improving library accessibility and
service.
Dates Casey became involved in the ALA after
coming to GSU in 1993. At that point, she was head of
the Cataloging Department in the University Library
and a member of the library faculty. She explains that
she had always wanted to attend the ALA conferences,
and GSU gave her the opportunity to do so.
"Although I have been a member of the American
Library Association for 18 years, I could not afford to
attend their conferences and actually participate in the
work of the ALA until I came to GSU," she explains.
"One of the requirements to become a tenured librarian
at GSU is to give service to the library profession. So I
volunteered to be an intern for the ALA and take
committee minutes."
In the time she has served as Dean of the Library,
she has helped make a difference in the lives of
students, faculty and staff by helping them access valid
academic information related to their programs of study.
"As Dean, part of my job is to keep track of what is
out on the horizon for academic libraries and find the
resources to make that future a reality at GSU," she
says.
Her participation in the Library of Congress report

Dr. Elaine Maimon, President of GSU, Diane Dates Casey, Dean of Library Services, and Dr. Jane Hudak, provost of the university.
Photo courtesy of GSU Public Relations Department

on the Future of Bibliographic Control and her analysis
of the impact its findings will have on American Library
Association members recently earned her a certificate of
appreciation from the Association.
"This experience was invaluable and I am grateful
for the opportunity to participate and appreciate the
recognition," said Dates Casey. "As a member of the
committee, I was able to interact with professional
librarians and information organization professionals on
a broad range of topics related to bibliographic control.
Part of her responsibility as part of the committee
was to organize the hearings which the Working Group

on the Future of Bibliographic Control held across the
country. According to Dates Casey, this included
identifying relevant topics and experts to speak about
those topics from all types of libraries.
She also worked to analyze the testimony received at
the hearings from invited speakers and audience
members. She has given presentations of the findings in
Seattle, Washington, D.C., Worcester, Mass. She is
currently scheduled to speak on the topic again at the
Wisconsin Library Association Conference in
November.

See Librarian Honored page 3

Holiday Card Contest Ends Oct. 16
By Sarah Silhan
Editor

Every year, millions of people receive hundreds of
holiday cards. But this year, one of those cards could
feature YOUR work. While the University has sent out
holiday cards for many years, the 2008 holiday card's
design will feature the artwork of a current GSU
student.
According to Penny Perdue, Executive Assistant to
the President, any medium will be accepted, but the
artist should be aware that his or her work will be
photographed and proportioned to fit a standard-sized
card.
Perdue says the idea came about "after several
faculty and staff members discussed how to better
showcase the wonderful art created by GSU students."
"Over the past year or so, we have begun
showcasing our students' artwork in several locations
throughout campus, including the main entrance, the
corridor near Sherman Hall, and the President's
conference room and outer office," Perdue explained.

"The holiday card is yet another opportunity to
communicate our commitment to our students and share
our pride in their work."
The artwork will be judged by President Elaine
Maimon and Dr. Jane Hudak, Provost. Dr. Hudak is an
art professor and has had much experience in judging
juried art exhibitions.
President Maimon and Dr. Hudak are asking that the
artwork feature the spirit ofGSU. How exactly that
spirit is captured and expressed is up to the artist.
"Most people receive many cards during the holiday
season," Perdue said. "We hope that the chosen artwork
will invite the recipient to pause and really look at and
read the card. We want them to be impressed by the
talent we have here at GSU and we would love for the
card to make people want to come to campus to see, in
person, what a special, unique university we are."
The author of the artwork will be credited in the
card, as well as in any future use of the artwork.
However, students should be aware that artwork with
religious themes will not be considered. Suggestions
include the winter season, University pride, or a

painting, portrait or photograph of the GSU campus.
"Artwork dealing specifically with Christmas or
other religious celebrations will not be considered
appropriate for inclusion on a state institution
publication," Perdue explained. "Students should
remember that we are hoping to showcase the spirit of
GSU, whether that means the diversity of our students
or the beauty of our campus. This is not the occasion to
make a political or religious statement."
Perdue also explained that the cards will be sent to
GSU friends all over the country.
"Many of those people display the cards they
receive," she said. "We want to make people stop and
take note of the talents our students possess."
Entries can be mailed, emailed to
p-perdue@govst.edu or hand-delivered to Penny Perdue
in G334. Those who wish to mail their submissions
should send their work to: Penny Perdue, Executive
Assistant to the President, G334, Governors State
University, 1 University Parkway, University Park, IL

60466.
Submissions are due no later than Oct. 16.
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Education is the Key to Understanding
By Sarah Silhan
Editor

· ··y/;; y·w(/ot
· ·Ur(,,
fi L ! ~
:. ,< /~
I . w··..· l';•N
.

/>

••i

'

TO WRITE FOR THE STUDENT
NEWSPAPER OF COURSE!

If you have an interest in writing,
journalism, or design, the Phoenix has a
place for you!
The Phoenix Student Newspaper is
looking for student contributors to help in
making the Phoenix a success.
If you are interested, please contact the
Phoenix office at 708-534-4517 or
phoenix@govst.edu.

The Phoenix is Governors State
University's student newspaper. It is
published twice monthly during the fall and
winter, and monthly during the
spring/summer.
We welcome articles, suggestions,
photos, commentary, cartoons, and letters
to the editor on issues that concern you or
the greater GSU population.
We reserve the right to edit submissions
for clarity, legality, and interest to our GSU
readership.
All submissions should be signed, and
include the student, faculty, or staff
member's ID number, department, and
phone number.

On Thursday, Sept. 25, I had the
honor and privilege of seeing Elie
Wiesel, Holocaust survivor, Nobel Peace
Prize winner and author of that brilliant
tiny biography Night, speak at St. Xavier
University. Though he spoke for only about an hour, I was
fascinated by his strength, his integrity and his faith.
After describing some of the most atrocious events in
our modem history, Mr. Wiesel explained that better
understanding earlier in the twentieth century could have
potentially changed the events of the Holocaust. Though he
asked how anti-Semitism could exist in places where no
Jews are living, or how someone is capable of hating
another person before he is even born, he mainly
questioned how educated people could have possibly
brought themselves to commit such awful crimes against
humanity.
He pointed out that many of the Nazis who committed
crimes against the Jews were actually college-educated
men: doctors, lawyers, teachers.
But then he posed an interesting and frightening
question: if these men were educated and still could
commit such violent acts, what would be the ratifications
of UN-educated men? He showed that education alone is
not enough to save people from making horrible decisions.

Mr. Wiesel explained that during the mid-1960s, many
prominent leaders of the Jewish and Christian faiths,
including Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II, got
together frequently to discuss world politics and the
importance of cooperation between different faiths.
However, in none of these cases was a leader from the
Muslim world included. Perhaps if this had been the case,
Wiesel supposed, we would not be seeing the hostility and
violence from Muslim extremists today.
I'm not sure if this is necessarily true, and hindsight is,
as they say, always 20/20. However, I believe that Mr.
Wiesel made a valuable point when he stressed the
importance of cooperation among different cultures, faiths
and ethnicities in order to foster understanding and
tolerance.
Here at GSU, we have the remarkable opportunity to
work side by side with people of all different nationalities
and religious backgrounds. I encourage each and every
student to take advantage of this opportunity and learn
something about a culture or religion other than your own.
The only way to prevent acts of violence based on
misunderstanding and cultural unawareness is to nip the
problem in the bud. In other words, ask questions and,
concurrently, be respectful of those who may not always
understand your beliefs. Rather than shun those who may
not understand, embrace them with open arms and an open
mind, willing to perhaps form a bond which will ultimately
and collectively save the world.
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Voice of the People
Compiled by Michelle Hulett
Staff Writer

We asked a few GSU students to give their opinions of the
current renovation projects on campus. From the parking lots to
the new furniture and carpeting in the E-wing, here's what just a
few of them had to say:

"I like the fact that they're
renovating but they really
should have done the
parking lot over the summer when it would have
affected fewer people."
- Brooke Lange

'The renovations that
have been done look
good, but there's still a lot
left to do. We need a lot of
updates on campus."
- Jillian Mcleod

"I don't really care about
the parking lot because I
don't use it, but I think the
new furniture is nice. I love
the tables! I do think they
could save some money on
AC by keeping the temp
above 50 degrees,
though."
- Casie McTaggart

"The new furniture is nice
but there are classes
upstairs that haven't even
begun to be fixed. They
should take down the 70s
inspired drapes in F wing."
- Nidaa Abdelhalim

Librarian Honored
Con't from page 1
According to Dates Casey, bibliographic control is more than just
adding a call number. "We must also consider how to treat digital
materials, where there is no physical item. Participation in developing this
report and analyzing its effects allowed me to look at what is on horizon
and think about the possibilities and parameters that we will need to
address in the future."
Dates Casey explains that more and more of the information resources
offered by libraries are "born digital." Consequently, there is no book,
print journal article, DVD or audio CD to physically possess, describe or
maintain.
"Nevertheless, library users need access to these digital objects, and it's
the library's responsibility to ensure that users can discover and retrieve
these digital information resources for use in their class assignments and
research," Dates Casey says.
As a member of the panel making the analysis report to members of the
American Library Association, Dates Casey said, "We must identify and
allocate sufficient funding to improve and expand bibliographic control."
Dates Casey's work during the past year resulted in her reelection as
councilor to the American Library Association board for her second
three-year term. Her husband James B. Casey, Director of the Oak Lawn
Public Library is also an elected member of the board.
"We are very proud of Diane's hard work on the important issues
facing university libraries. Her participation in the national level with both
the American Library Association and the Library of Congress is a credit
to her and Governors State University," said Dr. Jane Hudak, Provost of
Governors State University.
The University Library at GSU subscribes to more than 75 electronic
databases in which users can locate full-text books and journal articles, as
well as citations to articles, books, and other materials. The library also
maintains an extensive collection of print, audiovisual, and electronic
materials encompassing 460,000 volumes, 26,000 media items, 1,000,000
items on microfiche/film, 1,900 journal subscriptions, and 1400 electronic
serial subscriptions. As well as CD-ROMs, DVDs, and computer disks. It
is also a select depository for U.S. and Illinois government documents.
This year, the GSU Library plans to hire two new librarians: a Head of
Reference Services and a Distance Learning Reference Librarian.
According to Dates Casey, the hiring of this new personnel will help to
expand the information literacy resources and assistance available to
students and faculty.
Thanks to the GSU Public Relations Department for their contributions
to this article.

BeBeaUOIDI!
Qdl773·807·3546

Phoenix Photos by Michelle Hulett

Nil IDii. net
rrmatanee clue~ lor •

aalldllle:

tltiiPIIP!
tltoJm!
flmlllrlP!

IJJJSIIOUIIYUIIUd

================~IX

1o,o,,oo

Regional Art Faculty Exhibition Comes to GSU
photography collection by Bastien
Desfriches Doria. It is an extremely
large print of a female
figure set in an urban environment
with symbolic elements of dirt and
road-killed animals strategically
positioned in the environment so that
they are not easily apparent visually.
"The dirt element within the
female's hand is a macabre element
dealing with the passing of time, like a
sun dial," Desfriches Doria explained.
"The framing of the road-killed coyote
deals with ecology at large and its
psychological and cultural framing
regarding humans' and western
society's insensitivity toward nature's
wildlife."
Desfriches Doria is a philosopher
at heart, and it is quite evident in his
photography.
"While majoring in philosophy in
France, photography was my hobby,"
he said. "However, it became my
major as an international exchange
student at Southern Illinois
University's [Master's of Fine Arts]
program."
Desfriches Doria says he enjoys
Heather Page's multifaceted exhibit, Daily Dose (X 44).
Phoenix Photo by Barbara Hogu
art's ability to blend creative thinking
with cognitive exploration.
By Barbara Hogu
"I
enjoy
active
thinking and creating at the same
Contributing Writer
time" he says, "It is important for students to see what
the faculty of art is creating, so that they can relate to it
A collection of artwork from a number of local
and critique it. This is also true for the larger comm
artists can now be seen in the GSU Art Gallery. The
unity."
2008 Regional Art Faculty Exhibition features the art
Heather Page, another member of GSU's art faculty,
images of craftsmen, painters, photographers,
printmakers, and sculptors who teach at various colleges is a printrnaker who, in this exhibit, has extended the
reality of a two-dimensional print into a
and universities in the South Suburban area. This
three-dimensional object: a wonderful translucent
faculty art exhibition has occurred either annuaJly or
decoratively designed house.
bi-annually for a number of years, but this is the first
"I am mesmerized by changing qualities of light
time GSU has hosted the event.
patterns
passing through the translucent structure,
Each exhibition demonstrates the development,
creating
fascinating patterns of light and shadows with
artistic growth and concerns of each participating
of time in the mornings, afternoons, and
the
passage
exhibitor. The art faculty members whose work is
evenings,"
she
explains.
featured in the exhibition have selected to share their
In
addition,
Page says her work "examines the
artistic endeavors with their students, colleagues, and
correspondences
between patterns of growth, decay and
the community.
erosion
in
synthetic
and organic elements of our
Along with Governors State University are the art
surroundings."
faculty from Joliet Junior College, Kankakee
"I deconstruct images of elements such as tiles,
Community College, Prairie State, South Suburban
sidewalks,
lichens, and bark by fragmenting their
College, College of DuPage, Moraine Valley
patterns and employing unnatural scales, materials, and
Community College, and such universities as Saint
colors," she explains.
Xavier, Lewis and Olivet Nazarene.
She has also observed that the decorative patterns of
The faculty participants in the exhibition from GSU
wall papers of the 1960s and 70s have disappeared from
are Carrie Ohm, Janvier Chavira, Bastien Desfriches
present home environments.
Doria, Michael Hart, Heather Page, and Michael Purdy.
"There are no decorative patterns of nature within
They exhibited such art forms as casted and wood
households," she says. "I incorporate various
present
sculpture, painting, printmaking, photography, and
of nature's plant forms and textures within my
elements
digital imagery.
patterns."
design
Brynna, Scenes de Genre is the title of a striking
In Daily Dose (X 44), Page has taken 44 silk screen

Phoenix Photo by Barbara Hogu

prints made on drafting film and constructed an
architecture of film tiled walls which form the sides,
roof, and floor of the house, all of which is supported by
a wood structure. The structure takes up approximately
seven cubic feet of space, a small structure in which one
can enter and walk around.
"Each piece [of my art] is a mix of print, painting
gilding, drawing, and digital media, selected for their
textural qualities and cultural connotations," she says.
"My intent is to direct attention to the complexity and
the constant change of the environment, and to the way
we interact with it through our reordering of its space
and shape."
Page enjoys developing new work.
"I've always made art," she says. "Making art on a
professional level is a requirement for teaching art at the
university level. Just like your English and science
professors, we (members of the art faculty) research,
create, and publish our work."
Concerning the art exhibit, Page says, "It gives us a
chance to show our students our own research and a
little about our professional lives off-campus. I usually
show my work out of state, so this gives my students an
accessible view into my work."
Due to the importance of showcasing faculty artwork
as opposed to only students' work, Page is pleased with
the current exhibit at GSU.
"We are working with one gallery at present, so
faculty, students, and visiting artists all share the same
space," she says. "It's important to showcase a variety
of concepts, media, and stages in an artist's career to
expand the visual language of our students and
community. A faculty exhibition in particular gives our
students and community as a whole a view of how our
ideas, beliefs and abilities translate into finished
artworks."
In addition to Desfriches Doria and Page, Michael
Purdy, a faculty member of the Communications
Department at GSU, created the digital print Lost. It is a
composite of photographic images and structures from
various photographs. However, this composite was
made in the digital dark room, in 1993, using Microsoft
Photoshop.
Like his colleagues, Purdy has also studied
philosophy and says it greatly influences his work.
"Lost is created on an intuitive level," he says. "My
image Lost was created some time ago, way before
9/11, but I noticed as it was mounted above my desk
that it contained the Twin Towers in a dream state and
that fact is quite significant."
He says that the other composite items in the digital
print are taken from the Grand Canyon, Saugatuck,
Michigan, and a tower from downtown Chicago.
"All the images from photographs "come together
spontaneously," Purdy says. "The title Lost represents
the late modem world. We ... are ... lost."
The 2008 Regional Art Faculty Exhibition will be
featured in GSU's art gallery through Oct. 10, when
there will be a closing reception from 6-9 p.m. in the E
Lounge.
Until then, the exhibition can be seen Monday
through Thursday from 11 am until 4 pm.

Phoenix Photo by Barbara Hogu
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New Accelerator, Cause for ConCERN?
By Nate Whitney
The Daily Iowan, U. Iowa

na of cosmic rays, particles produced in outer
space, some of which are accelerated to energies
exceeding the capacity of the Hadron. Nature
has already produced, on Earth, as many
collisions as nearly 1 million Hadron
experiments: We're still here. Black holes seem
to be the primary concern of wary observers, but
astronomical black holes are much heavier than
anything that could be produced at the Hadron.
If any credence is to be given to the properties of
gravity, it is impossible for microscopic black
holes to be produced at the Hadron. There are
speculative theories that suggest the production
of such particles; however, these theories

indicate these particles would disintegrate
immediately. A full rundown of discredited
accusations is available on CERN's website.
Speculation that the Hadron is a doomsday
machine has fueled excitement surrounding the
Sept. 10 test. These charges have provoked
conversations among the scientific community
and around kitchen tables. When the Hadron is
revved up to full capacity later this fall,
textbooks will be rewritten. It is an exciting time
for science, and we are lucky enough to have
some of the groundbreaking scientists right here
in our community.

A pajama party was held at Fermi National
Accelerator Lab, or Fermilab, in Chicago on
Sept. 9. Wearing pajamas or bathrobes, several
dozen physicists, students and three area mayors
gathered sporting Fermilab "pajama party"
patches. The reason for all the excitement: the
activation of the world's largest, most powerful
particle accelerator.
The Large Hadron Collider, the most
expensive scientific experiment to date, was
switched on Sept. 10. After 14 years oflabor, a
beam of protons achieved its first lap around ....-----------------------------'¥1--w-w-._P_H_r>_C._O_H_t_C._$_._C._O_M_....,
the collider's track. The Hadron is 17 miles
long and 300 feet below the Swiss-French
border at the CERN laboratory outside
Geneva. CERN, the European Organization for
Nuclear Research, is an organization of 20
countries that has a stable budget established
by treaty. The Hadron cost an impressive $8
billion, $531 million of which was contributed
by Fermilab and the United States. Americans
account for nearly a quarter of the scientists
who built the four giant detectors sitting at
various points around the track to gather and
analyze the debris from the collisions,
including experimental physicists from the
University of Iowa.
"It's a very exciting time for physics and
particle physics, having (the Hadron) turn on
with the highest energies," physics professor
Mary Hall Reno said Tuesday. "Several
experimentalists from the UI were involved."
Most of those physicists are still in
Geneva. Later this year, the collider is
expected to accelerate protons to energies of 5
trillion to 7 trillion electron volts. Once the
protons get up to speed, they will be smashed
together, recreating conditions only a trillionth
of a second after the Big Bang.
Scientists hope the Hadron will allow them
to identify new subatomic particles and forces
of nature. Many physicists are waiting with
bated breath for the materialization of the
Higgs boson. Higgs boson is the last
unobserved particle, of those predicted by the
Standard Model, that, according to theory,
provides other particles with mass. The
Standard Model explains all of particle physics
to date but breaks down at the conditions that
existed in the earliest moments of the universe.
That's what makes it so exciting; no one is
sure which particles and laws will carry the
day once the collisions reach the energies just
after the Big Bang.
Physicists also hope to identify the nature
of the invisible dark matter, which accounts
for 25 percent of the universe. Some suggest a
discovery of that magnitude could reveal new
dimensions of space-time. The degree of
ambiguity surrounding the theorized results of
the Hadron has many people concerned.
Accusations that the collider could produce a
black hole or some other unintended incident
that would end life on Earth and destroy the
universe have been circulating since work on
the collider began. Those claims have been
adamantly discredited by a litany of safety
reports and studies; however, since the Hadron
has yet to collide proton particles, let's review
the facts.
The Hadron recreates the natural phenome-
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To Land A Great Job, Students Need A Four-Year Plan
By Bob Roth
The "College & Career Success" Coach
Every college student needs a four-year plan that can
lead to a great job. Since nobody wants to spend four
years in college only to end up in a dead end job, wise
students write out, and periodically update, a
comprehensive plan that reveals the steps that will lead
their goals.
Here is a brief and simplified example that can be
tailored to individual needs.
Freshman Year - As soon as possible, select a
general and broad career direction that makes sense for
you. With that decision, you will be able to conduct
some research. Try to find out what the employers in
these fields will require of employment candidates, if
you interview with them in your senior year. In that
way, you can begin to create a path to follow, set goals
and establish a timeline for the steps that are required.
Don't worry! You can make changes, as you are able to
clarify your direction.
From this point forward, you can begin to follow
your initial plan of action.
Your plan should contain many of the following:
• Identify influential people who can help you, in the
future. You'll need a network.
• Build your credibility with high performing students
and influential people.
• Volunteer for something in your area of interest.
• Get to know your Professors, Advisors and Career
Services staff.
• Research Campus, Community and Work
opportunities.
• Understand yourself- What strengths do you bring to
the table?
• Pay attention to your attitude and body language.
They tell others who you are.
• Evaluate your Leadership, Communication and People
Skills.
• Tend to your grades. They are the gateway to many
employers.
Sophomore Year - If it has not already been done,
you should select a tentative major in your sophomore
year. This does not mean that you have to pick outa
specific career or job to shoot for. It is still early. As
you take your classes and begin to participate in
campus, work and community activities, you will
gradually gain a clearer perspective.
Take the time to update or expand your plan of
action, based on your current goals. Follow your plan
of action during year two. It should contain items like
these:
• Build and maintain relationships with influential

people. Create your network.
• Continue to build credibility with Professors and high
performing students.
• Get involved with something in your area of interest.
• Get to know your Professors, Advisors and Career
Services staff.
• Participate in Campus, Community and Work
opportunities.
• Seek part-time and/or summer jobs in your field of
interest.
• Understand yourself- What are your interests,
strengths and weaknesses?
• Present the Attitude and Body Language that will help
you.
• Find ways to strengthen your Leadership,
Communication and People Skills.
• Identify and research potential employers and job
hunting web sites.
• Do what is necessary to keep your grades up.
Since employers love people who are able to get
things done, begin to build your list of
accomplishments. Generally your accomplishments
should be aligned with the goals in your plan of action.
Try to excel in your areas of interest and strength.
Junior Year - Look back over the past two years
and update or expand your plan of action. At this point,
your plan should become quite specific. If you have a
better idea of where you are trying to go, your plan
should include the steps that will get you there. Follow
your plan of action for year three. It
should contain items like these:
• Continue to build relationships with influential people
to expand your network.
• Do something specific to build credibility with
Professors and high performing students. Find ways to
help them achieve their own goals.
• Volunteer for something that is important in your area
of interest.
• Work closely with your Professors, Advisors and
Career Services staff.
• Play a leadership role in at least one Campus,
Community or Work opportunity.
• Continue to work at part-time and/or summer jobs in
your field of interest.
• Understand yourself- Focus on your strengths and
interests.
• Improve your attitude. Present a positive "can do,"
"let's give it a try" attitude.
• Be certain that your body language and actions match
your words.
• Demonstrate your Leadership, Communication and
People Skills.
• Identify and research potential employers, alumni &

employment websites.
• Draft your resume - Emphasize accomplishments in
your field of interest.
• Develop and practice your interviewing skills.
• Think references and recommendations: Identify the
most influential and respected people who will speak
highly of you. Strengthen these relationships.
• Keep your grades up.
During your Junior year, strive to achieve one or two
significant accomplishments that will meet or exceed
interviewer/employer expectations. These are the things
that will be highlighted on your resume, so you will
stand out from the other candidates.
Meet with Career Services to see if you are allowed
to sign up for campus interviews. If yes, get some
interviewing experience. Practice telling interesting
stories about how your accomplishments came about.
Senior Year - Finalize and follow your plan of
action for year four.
• Keep your grades up.
• Finalize your resume. Your resume should emphasize
your accomplishments and clearly differentiate you
from other candidates. What makes you special?
• Prepare for interviews. Practice your responses.
Develop thoughtful questions.
• Sign up for and participate in campus interviews. Be
ready with examples and stories that will impress
employers. Don't be shy.
• Tap all of your networking sources for useful
information and job leads
• Keep organized and detailed records of your contacts
• Contact every employer from your earlier research
• Start utilizing appropriate employment web sites
• Seek references and recommendations from the most
influential people in your network.
• Conduct a thorough and enthusiastic job search
campaign. Plan to contact at least 100 employers.
This abbreviated plan can serve as a model for
students who are concerned about their futures and are
willing to do the hard work. Forward thinking students
understand that employment success is earned slowly,
during all four years of college. That's why I say that,
"The senior year job search starts in the
freshman year."
There is no shortcut to employment success.
Students who diligently follow their four-year plans are
much more likely to be rewarded with great jobs and
good salaries at the best employers. Isn't that your goal
too?
Visit Bob's web site: www.The4Realities.com. Bob
Roth is the author of The 4 Realities Of Success During
and After College and The College Student's Guide To
Landing A Great Job.
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Thanks to all who organized, attended or
volunteered for these great events at GSU!

The Association of Latin American Students (ALAS) kicked off
Hispanic Heritage Month with a mariachi band and food for everyone who
attended this special event on Tuesday, Sept. 16! Photos by Trio Martinez.

Many of GSU's clubs and organizations
also were present at the Student
Organizations Fair on Monday, Sept. 22.
Photos by Trio Martinez.
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Student Voter Discrimination 'Choke' Equally Profane, Funny
Provokes Congressional Hearing By Joshua Malone
Country for
The Daily Cougar, U. Houston
By Allison Stice
Daily Texan, U. Texas

Discrimination against student
voters around the country who are
registered at their college address
prompted a House of Representatives
Committee on House Administration
hearing Thursday.
About a dozen University of
Maryland students showed up in
support, wearing yellow
StudentVote.org T-shirts, even though
Greg Sehwab, the campus organizer
for the university chapter of the
Maryland Public Interest Research
Group, said there have been no
problems with the Prince George's
County Board of Elections.
"We've seen none of the scare
tactics that other boards of election
have used across the country," he said.
"We're working well together for a
good turnout."
The hearing addressed a host of
incidents nationwide. A registrar from
the Board of Elections in Virginia's
Montgomery County, home to
Virginia Tech, warned newly
registered student voters in an Aug. 25
message that they could lose their
insurance and scholarships if they
filled in registration forms with their
school address. Virginia Code would
require those students to then update
their identification and car
information in the next 30 days, the
release stated, prompting several
students to cancel their local
registration.
Soon after, county boards issued
similar warnings at Furman University
in South Carolina and at Colorado
College. In previous elections,
officials turned away out-of-state
student voters in Michigan and
Indiana because they didn't have a
state-issued driver's license or
because their university IDs did not
list their address.
Chairman Robert Brady, D-Pa.,

began the hearing by saying young
voters are energized, but that officials
are blocking them from civic
engagement by issuing false warnings
or requiring IDs that students simply
don't have.
"Studies show that if (citizens)
cannot register and vote on the first
try, they are not likely to try again,"
Brady said.
Voting laws vary by state and
county, but students can be registered
at their school address and still be
claimed as dependents on their
parents' tax filings, according to the
Internal Revenue Service, and
insurance companies won't drop them.
MaryPIRG New Voters Project
Director Sujatha Jahagirdar, who
testified at the hearing, said that out of
500,000 registered student voters in
2004, there were no cases of anyone
losing health care, tax status or
financial aid.
'That's what is frankly appalling
about these warnings," Jahagirdar
said. "They are unsubstantiated and
create a chilling effect of student voter
turnout."
"In a lot of states, they make it
really difficult for anyone to register,"
added junior anthropology major and
New Voters Project intern Adam
Tiehen. "We can only speculate as to
why, whether it's partisanship because
young voters tend to vote liberal or if
it just makes more work for the
registrar."
Sheri Iachetta, general registrar at
the Charlottesville County board of
elections in Virginia, testified that
each registrar interprets state law
differently and some want proof from
students that they plan to stay in the
area, or have a vested interest in local
government, which she considers a
violation of the 1965 Voting Rights
Act.
"If their taxes are awarded locally,
then their·vote should be local as
well," she said.

"Choke," a dark and charming film
adaptation of the acclaimed Chuck
Palahniuk novel by the same name, tells the
story of a sex-addicted theme park worker
who purposefully chokes on food in
restaurants for his twisted financial scheme.
It is also a funny, perverse, and surprisingly
heartfelt film about discovering intimacy.
Who said originality is dead?
"Choke" centers on Victor (Sam
Rockwell), a despondent, self-loathing
schemer who cons strangers into rescuing
him and sending money to pay for the care
of Victor's mentally ill mother (Anjelica
Huston). Between his shifts as an indentured
Irish servant at a colonial reenactment
village, Victor also cruises sexual addiction
meetings, but less for his recovery and more
for the late-night rendezvous in the meeting
hall's restroom. For Victor, love and sex are
far from being synonymous. His sexual
addiction is fueled on forming a connection,
albeit fleeting, shallow and for only minutes
at a time.
He allows others to save his life at
restaurants because he is incapable of saving
himself, but when he discovers the possible
divine origins of his father, Victor is faced
with the decision to rethink his life and
become the savior he never wanted to be.
While most people will likely remember
Pahlaniuk as the writer behind the cult-hit
"Fight Club," there is little similarity
between the two film adaptations besides
their warped sensibilities and quality.
"Choke" doesn't intend to have the same
visceral punch as "Fight Club," and instead
of Brad Pitt and Edward Norton, "Choke's"
biggest star is arguably Sam Rockwell.
While not yet a household name, Rockwell
has a natural likability that plays Victor as
well as any actor imaginably could.
Oscar-winner Anjelica Huston ("The Royal
Tenenbaums") and Kelly Macdonald ("No

Old Men")
round out the
cast, and aside
from
Macdonald's
occasionally
wooden
delivery, the
acting is
consistently
solid.
Helmed by
first-time
director Clark
Gregg, "Choke" works because it never
takes itself too seriously. Its greatest
strength, in fact, lies in its ability to balance
its sleazy comedic elements with an
occasional moment of emotional,
introspective drama. Victor may be the
worst embodiment of the typical movie hero
in ages - he hates himself, doesn't
particularly want to save his dying mother
and until he reaches his moment of
epiphany, treats women as disposable. But
because "Choke" is wrapped up in such a
lighthearted, charming exterior, and retains a
heart beneath all the debauchery, it works.
Previously an actor in films such as
"Iron Man," "The Usual Suspects," and "In
Good Company," Gregg acknowledged the
difficulty in striking the perfect tone in such
potentially offensive material.
"This felt as dark as you can possibly get
while still trying to be funny," Gregg told
The Daily Cougar. "I knew that if you pull
off the tone of this movie then it's going to
very special, and that's the movie I would
want to see."
Before mailing Gregg that piece of hate
mail, it's advisable to first see the movie.
While it certainly won't appeal to some,
"Choke" is a crude, strange, wholly original
comedy with elements of a traditional love
story. It's also one of the best movies to
come along in months.
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Happenings:what's going on at GSU!
Planned Power Outage
Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 4-5
A planned power outage will
occur at GSU during the
course of the weekend.
Limited access to the
facilities will be available
due to construction and the
outage.
Bipolar Disorder Seminar
Monday, Oct. 6, 6-7 p.m.,
Bl215
Admission is free.
Generalized Anxiety
Disorder Seminar
Tuesday, Oct. 7, 6-7 p.m.,
Bl215
Admission is free.
Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PSTD) Seminar
Wednesday, Oct. 8, 5-6 p.m.,
Bl215
Admission is free.
National Depression
Screening Week
Information Session
Oct. 6-8, Noon-4:30p.m.
Hall of Governors
Depression Screening
Oct. 6-9, B1215
Free and Confidential
Criminal Justice and
Public Safety Career Fair
Thursday, Oct. 9
3-6:30 p.m., Hall of
Governors
Prospective employers from
the fields of law enforcement,
public administration, and
security services will meet
with job candidates. The
career fair is open to current
students, GSU alumni, and
members of the community
seeking employment in these
fields. There is no charge for
job seekers. Participants are
advised to dress

professionally and bring
plenty of resumes.
LAST day of Faculty Art
Exhibit
GSU Art Gallery
Friday, Oct. 10, closing
reception from 6-9 p.m.,
E-Lounge
MILE Workshop
Saturday, Oct. 11
8:30a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
D-1496
The Metropolitan Institute
for Leadership in Education
(MILE) at Governors State
University is offering a free
workshop for people
interested in serving on their
local school boards. The
workshop presents an
overview of the roles and
responsibilities of school
board members, including
ethics and school law,
fundamentals of school
finance, and working
effectively with the school
superintendent, as well as
how effective school leaders
can enhance student
achievement, support
financial stability, and
contribute to the quality of
life in a community.
Presenters include
experienced and successful
school board members.
Attendees will receive a
packet of the necessary forms
required to run for school
board office. For more
information, or to register,
call (708)534-4024.
Sabor Latino
Taste of Latino food and
Masquerade Ball Preview
Monday, Oct. 13, 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
Hall of Governors

Friends of the Library
Bake Sale
Tuesday, Oct. 14, 11 a.m. to
1 p.m.
Hall of Governors
Deadline for Teacher
Cohort Program
Wednesday, Oct. 15
A cohort program for
certified teachers interested
in earning a Master of Arts in
Educational Administration, a
Type 75 Certification, and/or
increasing their skills,
qualifications, and potentially
their income will begin in the
winter trimester. The program
requires only two years to
complete, is open to certified
teachers with two years
experience, and is limited to
25 participants. Classes are
held at Thornton High
School, Harvey. For more
information, call (708)
534-4536 or email
d-fitzgerald@govst.edu.
MILE Workshop
"A Framework for
Understanding Poverty:
Strategies and Solutions"
Friday, Oct. 17, 8:30 a.m.
to 3 p.m.
Irons Oaks Nature Center,
Flossmoor.
Participants will examine the
sources and impact of
generational poverty on
schools, families, and
communities. Admission is
free. For more information,
or to register, call
(708) 534-4024.
Nathan Manilow
Sculpture Park Fall
Family Fun Fest
Saturday, Oct. 25
For more information or to
volunteer, call
(708) 534-4486 or email
sculpture@govst.edu.

Solutions for Crossword & Sodoku found on page 8.
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Creating Memoirs for the Reader
By Michelle Hulett
Staff Writer
An excerpt from A Long Way
Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Solider: "I
am pushing a rusty wheelbarrow in
a town where the air smells of blood
and burnt flesh. The breeze brings
the faint cries of those whose last
breaths are leaving their mangled
bodies. I walk past them. Their arms
and legs are missing; their intestines
spill out through the bullet holes in
their
stomachs; brain matter comes out of
their noses and ears. The flies are so
excited and intoxicated that they fall
on the pools of blood and die. The
eyes of the nearly dead are redder
than the blood that comes out of
them, and it seems that their bones
will tear through the skin of their
taut faces at any minute. I turn my
face to the ground to look at my feet.
My tattered crapes are soaked with
blook, which seems to be running
down my army shorts. I feel no physical pain, so I am not sure whether
I've been wounded. I can feel the
warmth ofmyAK-47's barrel on my
back; I don't remember when I last
fired it. It feels as if needles have
been hammered into my brain and it
is hard to be sure whether it is day
or night. The wheelbarrow in front
of me contains a dead body wrapped
in white bedsheets."
At a time when most children
are going to school and reeling from
the emotion of their first crushes,
Ishmael Beah was given an AK-47
and trained to kill. While other children enjoyed their carefree lives,
Ishmael was fighting for survival.
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a
Boy Soldier is his story. Beautifully
written, it details Ishmael's experience with the civil war in Sierra
Leone. In his own words, Ishmael
painfully recalls his life from the
moment the war became a part of
his everyday life.
He takes the reader through his
childhood and his discovery of
American Hip-Hop music, which

soon becomes his only source of
comfort as the war takes hold of his
life. Rebels attack while Ishmael
attends a talent show in his grandmother's village.
The attack forces Ishmael and his
friends to run into
hiding and separates them from their
families. Only 12 years old, they
travel for months often only nearly
escaping death. As they come
across other villages, they are shutout or beaten as the villagers assume
they are the "boy soldiers" who raid
the villages and kill everyone in
their paths.
Eventually, the boys reach safety.
However, this respite from the war
is short-lived as they realize that in
order to stay safe, they must join the
government army.
Presented with a gun that he can
barely hold, Ishmael is forced
through training and given an
unending supply of drugs. In this
drug-induced haze Ishmael quickly
learns to survive in this new world.
Through an intervention by
UNICEF, Ishmael is pulled from the
army and put into a rehabilitation
program for boy
soldiers. Brainwashed by the army
and severely withdrawing from
drugs, Ishmael slowly begins to
heal.
Coming to terms with his past
and beginning a new life leads
Ishmael to New York to speak on
behalf of child
soldiers.
Through his memoir, Ishmael
gives us a first-hand account of the
horrors that child soldiers are facing
on a daily basis. A heart-wrenching
story, A Long Way Gone is about
humanity, hope, and the power of
voice.
Ishmael Beah graduated from
Oberlin College in 2004. He is a
member of Human Rights Watch
Children's Division Advisory
Committee and has spoken before
the United Nations on several occasions. He currently lives in New
York City.
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Crossword & Sudoku: solutions on page 7
ACROSS
1. Unprecedented
6. Freudian stage
10. Hook
14. Reluctant
15. Ripped
16. Somersault
17. Perfume
18. Not deceived
by
19. Region
20. Lozenge
22. Annoy
24. Wickedness
25. Examine by
feeling
26. Choice bit
29. Piecrust
ingredient
30. Detail
31. Booming
37. He had the
golden touch
39. Terminate
40. Renegade
41. Thrifty
44. Bog
45. Whip
46. Invented the
lightbulb
48. Chemical
52. Bearing
53. Silver wattle
54. Troubadour
58. Boyfriend
59. Trim
61. Leaden
62. Auspices
63. Not more
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"Come in!"
Count upon
Not difficult
Cubic meter
DOWN
1. Ado
2. Bit
3. Rodents
4. Political leader
5. Flourish
6. Coral island
7. Not a single one
8. Paintings
9. Spotted cat
10. Clutch
11. Heart artery
12. Armada
13. Danger signal
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Teenage Driver: But, officer, I'm a college
man.
Policeman: Sorry, but ignorance is no
excuse.

6

9

6

"Well, let's see," replied the student. "It's
Wednesday afternoon. I guess I'll be on
the golf course by now."
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Campus Quips
An applicant was being interviewed for
admission to a prominent medical school.
"Tell me," inquired the interviewer, "where
do you expect to be ten years from now?"

L

'V
I.
L
9

19 191 ! ffi

21. A jaunty
rhythm
23. Deacon
25. A chinese
bamboo eater
26. Marcel
Marceau was
one
27. Auditory
28. Start over
29. Midday meal
32. Holdup
33. Abating at
intervals
34. Nile bird
35. Roman
emperor
36. Secluded
valley

38. Undersides
of feet
42. Shackle
43. Not fat
47. Plates
48. Hot coal
49. Feudal lord
50. Electronic
messages
51. Timid
52. Rommany
54. A young lady
55. Charge per
unit
56. Always
57. Stringed
instrument
60. Meadow

Higginbote and Goldstein, two freshmen,
were discussing what kind of work would
supply mem with big bucks after
graduation.
"Well, I've always thought I'd like to be a
doctor," said Higginbote. "Specialize in
something or other. Like obstetrics,
maybe."
"Obstetrics?" scoffed Goldstein. "At the
rate science is going, you'd no sooner
learn all about it when bingo! somebody'd
find a cure for it."
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The Phoenix welcomes letters
to the editor and/or e~itorials.
Lette~s can be subiDitted to
phoemx@govst.edu. Letters
may be edited for space or
content and must include
yournameandacontact
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